
REGIONAL INFO RMATION | Austin is located on the Colorado River 
where the stream crosses the Balcones escarpment separating the Texas 
Hill Country from the Blackland Prairies to the east. Within the City of Austin, 
elevations range from 400 to 1,000 feet above sea level. The climate is  

 
Freezing temperatures occur only about 25 days per year. Cold spells are 
short and seldom last more than two days. While summer days are hot, 
summer nights are usually pleasant. Precipitation is fairly evenly distributed 
throughout the year. 

WORKFO RCE GENE RATION | Nearly 1.5 million residents, almost half 
between ages 18 and 44, and a median age four years younger than the 
national median. 

COST OF LIVING  | Texas consistently ranks as one of the nation’s most 
favorable business climates based on its low tax burden and competitive 
regulatory environment. In Texas, aggregate costs for real estate, energy, 
wages and taxes are below most states in the country. Texas features no 
personal or corporate income tax, and overall the state has one of the lowest 
state and local tax burdens in the nation, ranking 45th among the 50 states in 
taxes paid per $1000 of personal income.

TEXASAustin
enroll over 360,000 students. Nearly 40% of Austin area residents age 25 
and over hold a bachelor’s degree. Four of the metro’s major public school 
systems, representing 54% of area enrollment, are included in Expansion 
Management magazine’s latest annual education quality ratings of nearly 
2,800 school districts nationwide. Two districts—Eanes and Round Rock—
are rated “gold medal”, the highest of the magazine’s cost-performance 
categories. Austin Independent School District, the largest in the region, 
as well as San Marcos, were awarded the “Green Light” rating, the middle 
performance category. Past ratings from the magazine have included Lake 

Ribbon” districts, and Bastrop as a “Green Light” district. Fifteen regional 
schools made Newsweek’s “Top of the Class” list in June 2007. The 
schools were ranked according to percentage of advanced placement,  
International Baccalaureate and Cambridge tests compared with the 
number of students enrolled. Selected schools represented seven districts 
in the area including Austin, Dripping Springs, Eanes, Lake Travis, Leander, 

QUALITY OF LIFE  | Austin o� ers something for everyone, boasting a diverse 
range of neighborhoods within and around the city limits. Newcomers can 
locate housing options near every employment center in the Austin area. 
What better balance can a city o� er than being both the ‘Best Place for 
Business and Careers’ and the ‘Live Music Capital of the World’? Austin 
pleases all in rankings ranging from ‘Best City for Relocating Families’ to 
‘Best Cities for Singles’. Other assessments consistently recognize the 

and loved. A few things to consider about what Austin has to o� er:

´   A� ordable and diverse neighborhoods, from urban lofts to  
hill country estates

´    A climate made for outdoor enjoyment and recreation nearly  
year round

´   Many professional and amateur sports venues and events

´    

´   A lush environment highlighted by parks, lakes and trails

´    A creative culture that supports the arts, music and the theater

´   Year-round festivals and celebrations for people of all ages

Information gathered from the Lake Travis Chamber of Commerce and the  

Austin Chamber of Commerce.      www.austin-chamber.org  |  www.laketravischamber.com

ACADEMIC STRENGTH | Austin area households enjoy diverse options 
in education, including 29 public school districts, 17 charter schools and 
69 private schools. The University of Texas and seven other public and 
private universities and colleges with a combined enrollment of over 118,000 
provide an ample supply of well educated workers to area employers. Within 
200 miles of Austin, an additional 67 four-year colleges and universities 

´  Exceptional Quality of Life ´

Ranked fourth among Travel & Leisure magazine  

and America Online’s Most Loved Cities. A young,  

creative, culturally rich community, Austin is set among  

the lush hills, lakes and rivers of the Texas hill country.
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